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Ohio Task Force 1

National US&R Response System


Ohio Urban Search & Rescue Task Force

Participates in Canine Assisted Robotic Research
On Friday, March 30th Ohio Task Force 1 will host a research group from the Network-Centric Applied Research Team Lab in the Department of Computer Science at Ryerson University (Toronto, Canada). The team will be testing a robotic system called the "Canine Assisted Robot Deployment (CARD)". CARD is part of a larger set of canine technologies within the Canine Augmentation Technology (CAT) project. CARD is a harness system that allows a bag (called an "underdog") to be attached around the belly and between the legs of a search dog and secured by releasable pins to a remote release on the dog's back. When the device is activated by a radio signal or by the detection of sustained barking by the dog (indicating a victim), the underdog is released.

In this experiment, CARD will be carrying a tethered robotic snake, developed at Carnegie Mellon University, that will be coiled around two pins on a custom built tray and placed within the underdog. On its own, the snake has excellent flexibility and dexterity but is incredibly slow in moving itself. However, when attached to an USAR canine, the snake will travel at the speed of the dog--fast. The experiment is designed to determine the quality and quantity of information and data that can be gathered with this canine/snake hybrid system.
The FEMA Certified Canines selected to take part in this research experiment are both German Shepherds, one from Ohio Task Force 1 and the other from the City of Bellbrook Fire Department. K-9 Handlers, Connie Armbruster and Athena Haus will be providing the support and directing their dogs in a simulated structural collapse rescue scenario.

THIS WILL BE AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR VISUAL MEDIA

The event will take place at the:
Ohio Task Force 1 Training Center

200 McFadden Ave. 
Dayton, Ohio 
  Media is asked to arrive at after 0930 hrs and the scenario will conclude by 1200.
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